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Image 1: Karst - Jaskinia Niedźwiedzia in Kletno, Poland, the longest cave in the Sudetes. It is a result of 

karst activity affecting marble. The tunnels have a total length of almost 4.5 km and are located on several 

levels. It is also the cave with the richest speleothem deposits in Poland. The cave’s tunnels are decorated 

with magnificent stalactites, stalagmites, stalagnates, dripstones, clints, and sinter pools.  

Photo credit: Urząd Miejski w Stroniu Śląskim 

 

In celebrating the UNESCO International Geodiversity Day (October 6, 2022), the Stephen Hui Geological 

Museum at The University of Hong Kong (HKU) is showcasing a special exhibition entitled “On the Geology 

Trail” from that day for two months (till December 6, 2022), presenting a series of beautiful photos of Poland’s 

geological landforms. The exhibition is a collaboration between the HKU Stephen Hui Geological Museum 

and the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Hong Kong.  

 

An opening ceremony took place at the museum yesterday with the attendance of the Consul General of the 

Republic of Poland in Hong Kong Dr Aleksander DAŃDA, HKU Dean of Science (Interim) Professor Vivian 

Wing-Wah YAM, Head of HKU Department of Earth Sciences Dr Man Hoi LEE and other consuls from 

various countries. 

 

Geodiversity is broadly defined as a variety of geological environments, natural landscapes and landforms 

that are formed and shaped by rocks, minerals, fossils, sediments and soils with natural processes. Connecting 

human activities, landscapes and cultures, geodiversity is an integration of human communities and nature, 

and it plays essential roles because human well-being is based on the diversity of geological resources.  
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Scientific knowledge about how geological and geomorphological processes occur in nature contributes to 

understanding past climate changes, and this knowledge can be applied to understand how climate may change 

in the future, and is very important for natural disaster prevention.  

 

Initiated by Poland, Portugal and the United Kingdom, UNESCO established the International Day of 

Geodiversity, aiming to raise the awareness of societies about the importance of our planet's inanimate natural 

resources, as geodiversity is the foundation of communities and an intrinsic part of humanity’s relationship 

with nature. 

 

This joint special exhibition showcases a series of photos of Poland's unique geological landforms, in 

conjunction with the museum’s permanent collections “Hong Kong Geological History”, and other exhibits 

including minerals, rocks and fossils. This provides visitors with an excellent opportunity to appreciate the 

geological resources and geodiversity of Poland and Hong Kong. The aim of this event, as well as other events 

at the museum, is to disseminate scientific knowledge to the public and encourage the public to explore 

different local geological resources. 

 

“October 6 is an excellent opportunity to raise the awareness of Earth Sciences. Today we celebrate the 

International Geodiversity Day which was established in 2021 by UNESCO (on the initiative of Poland, Great 

Britain and Portugal). The aim of establishing the International Geodiversity Day was to raise public 

awareness of the importance of inanimate nature – and today, together with our friends from The University 

of Hong Kong, we are doing exactly that: bringing unique Poland’s geological landscapes to the attention of 

Hong Kong’s audiences,” said Dr Aleksander Dańda, Consul General of the Republic of Poland. 

 

“A greater scientific knowledge about the diversity of geological resources would provide us with a better 

understanding of climate change, which demands swift action. We are pleased to support the International 

Geodiversity Day by curating this exhibition to raise the public awareness of the importance of geodiversity 

and its linkage to all forms of life,” said Professor Vivian Wing-Wah Yam, Dean of Science (Interim) and 

Philip Wong Wilson Wong Professor in Chemistry and Energy.  

 

“We are excited to collaborate with the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland on this exhibition of the 

diverse geological landforms of Poland. It fits perfectly with the mission of the Stephen Hui Geological 

Museum to engage visitors of all ages on the nature and evolution of our planet and to inspire an appreciation 

of the dynamic natural world of Earth Sciences and its application to daily life,” said Dr Man Hoi Lee, Head 

of Department of Earth Sciences. 

 

Details of the Exhibition - On the Geology Trail 

Language: English and Polish 

Date: October 6 to December 6, 2022  

Venue: 1/F display cabinet, Stephen Hui Geological Museum, The University of Hong Kong  

Opening Hours:  Mon – Fri, 1pm to 6pm (Closed on Saturdays and Sundays, University and Public 

Holidays)  

Entrance fee: Free Admission  

General Enquiry: shmuseum@hku.hk  

mailto:shmuseum@hku.hk
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Image 2: Postglacial Landscape - The valley of Five Polish lakes is one of the most beautiful valleys in the 

whole Tatras. Thirteen thousand years ago, along with the warming of the climate and disappearance of the 

glaciers, the forms created as a result of both erosion and accumulative activity of the glacier, were exposed 

here. Glacial niches widened and deepened under the influence of erosive activity of the glacier, and after the 

glacier retreated they transformed into cirque lakes. Photo credit: Łukasz Chełmiński 

 
 

 

Image 3: HKU Stephen Hui Geological Museum is showcasing a special exhibition entitled “On the Geology 

Trail”, presenting a series of beautiful photos of Poland’s geological landforms.  
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Image 4: From the left - Dr Aleksander DAŃDA , Consul General of the Republic of Poland in Hong Kong;   

Dr Man Hoi LEE, Head of HKU Department; Mrs Dorota DAŃDA of Financial, Cultural and Educational 

Affairs at Consulate General of Poland in Hong Kong; Professor Vivian Wing-Wah YAM, Dean of Science 

(Interim). 

 

 
 

Image 5: An opening ceremony took place at HKU Stephen Hui Geological Museum yesterday with the 

attendance of various consuls general in Hong Kong and other friends of the museum.  

Image download and caption: https://www.scifac.hku.hk/press 
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